LETTER XXXVIL

BRUNSWICK, October i8th, 1:786.

IFEAR there are some waverings in the mind of the
King, relative to Holland; for the Duke, after the ar-
rival of his courier, and receiving information of the
danger of Count Finckenstein, again spoke to me on the
subject, with a degree of inquietude which was far from
dissembled. The following were his precise words:
<( Holland will certainly occasion a war, especially should
the death of the Elector of Bavaria intervene; do you
act, therefore, as mediators to smother the rising flames.
Come, come, the Stadtholder must have a council, with-
out which he can perform nothing; and how shall this
council be selected ?J)

I replied to the Duke- that I was not sufficiently ac-
quainted with those affairs to give any opinion on the
subject, but that I was going to make him a proposition
which he must regard as only ideal, and as coming
from myself, although it might by no means be imprac-
ticable.

<(Now that I know how far I can depend upon your
prudence and your principles,}> I continued, <( I am certain
that you will see the affairs and the conduct of the
.Stadtholder in their true light; that you will not imagine
friendship in politics can have any other basis than in-
terests; or that we ought to renounce our alliance with
Holland, in order that the Princess of Orange may nightly
enjoy more agreeable dreams; that you cannot but com-
prehend how much it is impossible for us to place any
confidence in Count Hertzberg, who, relative to us, is
frantic, and how much our distrust may be increased
should our sole counterpoise to this violent Minister dis-
appear by the death of Count Finckenstein. I shall,
therefore, thus far, willingly step forward to say that it
appears to me very probable that France will be inclined
to treat on this affair with you singly, should the Kingee succes-
